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New alliance for smarter natural fibres: PERFORMANCE DAYS & IWTO

Function meets fibre: wool in the innovation spotlight

PERFORMANCE DAYS, the leading trade fair for functional fabrics and textile sustainability
innovations, is entering into a strategic partnership with the International Wool Textile
Organisation (IWTO). Together, the two partners aim to raise the visibility of wool as a
high-performance, natural, and sustainable material, while fostering knowledge exchange
within the textile industry through joint appearances and initiatives.

PERFORMANCE DAYS & IWTO: Joint presence at the Congress in Lille

Based in Brussels, IWTO is the international umbrella organisation representing the entire
wool value chain - from the sheep to the finished product. The organisation actively
promotes sustainable, transparent, and ethical practices and highlights the benefits of wool
as a durable, natural, and biodegradable fibre.

An early highlight of the collaboration will be the IWTO Congress from May 20-22, 2025, in
Lille, France. On May 21, PERFORMANCE DAYS will be featured with a short presentation on
the main stage during the Morning Coffee Break (10:30-10:45 am). The trade fair will also
be present with its own tabletop booth, staffed by Claus Habbicht, Co-founder & Head of
Sales PERFORMANCE DAYS and Stefan Krause, Head of Sales Weichert Agencies. The focus
will be on functional wool innovations and interdisciplinary exchange with industry
professionals. Dalena White, Secretary General of IWTO, comments: “The partnership
between IWTO and PERFORMANCE DAYS marks a significant step in strengthening wool’s
role in the world of performance textiles. Together, we are creating platforms to showcase
wool’s natural performance attributes and foster innovation at the intersection of natural
fibres and high-tech.”

Wool at PERFORMANCE DAYS: A growing area of focus

Wool has played an important role at PERFORMANCE DAYS for many years. As early as 2015,
wool was featured as a Focus Topic for the first time. Since then, it has repeatedly been
highlighted in curated trend topics and educational formats - from Merino and recycled wool
to organic and traceable fibre solutions.

The industry's growing focus on bio-based and biodegradable materials is clearly reflected
in the visitor experience: interest in natural performance textiles continues to rise,
particularly with regard to moisture management, insulation, and odour control. Brands are
increasingly turning to wool for high-quality base layers, sportswear, and outdoor collections
- with a strong emphasis on certified origin, animal welfare, and transparency across the
supply chain.

Since the Autumn Edition in October 2024, the fair has featured a dedicated area showcasing
a curated selection of wool manufacturers, prominently located along a central boulevard.
This is accompanied by the newly introduced Wool Forum. In advance of each fair, the
PERFORMANCE DAYS expert jury critically evaluates new developments and innovations in
the wool sector as part of the official jury meeting.
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For PERFORMANCE DAYS, one thing is clear: natural materials like wool combine performance
with responsibility - embodying the values of a forward-thinking and sustainable textile
industry. Claus Habbicht, Co-Founder and Head of Sales at PERFORMANCE DAYS, explains:
“Wool is no longer a niche product - it is a high-performance, natural fibre with great
potential for sustainable innovation. Partnering with IWTO is a logical next step for us to
help brands more effectively integrate wool into their responsible product collections.”

More than a partnership: A long-term collaboration with impact
This collaboration is designed for the long term and includes joint trade fair appearances,
expert talks, and mutual communication initiatives:

e PERFORMANCE DAYS Munich (October 29-30, 2025): IWTO will exhibit within the
Wool Forum and support the content development of expert talks. The trade fair will
also be promoted as part of the Wool Month by the Campaign for Wool.

e Functional Fabric Fair Shanghai (March 2026): IWTO will contribute content and
promotional support within the Wool Forum.

About PERFORMANCE DAYS

PERFORMANCE DAYS Functional Fabric Fair is the leading trade fair for functional fabrics, textile
sustainability innovations, and trends, with events held in Munich, New York, Portland, and Shanghai.
The platform connects material developers, designers, and brands across the entire value chain.

About IWTO

The International Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO) has been the global authority for standards and
advocacy in the wool industry since 1930. With members in nearly 30 countries representing all stages
of the wool pipeline, IWTO serves as the central forum for research, education, and innovation in
support of wool’s sustainable future.

Save the Date:

IWTO Congress 2025 // May, 20-22, 2025 // Lille
https://iwto.org/congress-2025/

PERFORMANCE DAYS // October, 29-30 // Messe Miinchen
www.performancedays.com

DAY 0 Conference // October 28, 2025 // Messe Miinchen
www.performancedays.com/day-0-conference.html
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