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Five Awards for Textile Innovations at PERFORMANCE DAYS

Trend Forum Highlights Textile-to-Textile Future

The Trend Forum takes center stage at this year’s PERFORMANCE DAYS Functional Fabric
Fair Munich (October 29-30, 2025) in the heart of the show in hall A2. Under the new Focus
Topic “Textile to Textile - The Role of Recyclers”, the forum showcases the season’s most
forward-thinking material innovations - from circular design concepts to advanced recycling
technologies and high-performance sustainability. Celebrating the best in textile
innovation: PERFORMANCE DAYS presents five Award winners for Fall/Winter 2026/27.

By spotlighting the role of recyclers in a functioning circular economy, PERFORMANCE DAYS
highlights a key challenge for the future of the textile industry. With new EU directives such
as EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) and PEFCR (Product Environmental Footprint
Category Rules), circularity is becoming an obligation rather than an option. Genuine textile-
to-textile recycling is emerging as the new standard - closing the loop from fiber to fiber.

From Recycling to Bio-Based Fibers: Innovations Shaping the Trend Forum

The Trend Forum at PERFORMANCE DAYS places these key topics at the forefront, serving as
the beating heart of the fair. Alongside it, visitors can explore the Wool Forum, Innovation
Forum, Bodywear Forum, Footwear Forum, and dedicated spaces for innovations, offering a
full spectrum of material trends. This season, the Trend Forum presents a wide range of
sustainable solutions: from recycling textiles and bio-based fibers to eco-friendly dyeing and
high-performance membranes. The expert jury with guest judges including Diesel, Thru
Dark, Woolmark and Eva Gruber (Senior Textile Developer) — evaluated fabrics with a strong
focus on quality and future potential. Regina Goller, Head of Material Strategy and Future
Trends at PERFORMANCE DAYS, highlights: “There is an enormous variety of materials —
many rooted in sustainability. Textile-to-textile recycling is no longer just a trend but a
given. The quality is almost indistinguishable from virgin fabrics.”

Highlights include lightweight, high-performance 3L, 2L, and windproof fabrics from
recycled PES and PA, new doubleweave midlayers and softshells, offering more variety and
comfort, eco-friendly dyeing and printing processes, with one receiving special recognition
or bio-based elastanes such as EVO® by Fulgar and Creora® biobased Spandex.

In the Spotlight: PERFORMANCE DAYS announces five Awards

Each season, PERFORMANCE DAYS recognizes the most outstanding fabric innovations that
push the boundaries of performance, sustainability, and design. The Fall/Winter 2026/27
Awards once again highlight pioneering developments that set new industry standards.

Innovation Award: Rheon Labs Ltd. / Stretchline - Article SL99785/20
Composition: 34% EA, 35% PA, 31 % RHEON

RHEON™ is a strain-rate-sensitive super polymer that adapts to movement and absorbs
energy. Integrated into Orbiknit® elastic, it forms the world’s first dynamic bra strap -
offering multidirectional stretch, comfort, and reduced breast motion.
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Jury Statement: "This innovation was awarded for its outstanding combination of advanced
material performance, sustainability, and practical application. The integration of cutting-edge
polymer technology with recyclable elastics and water-free printing demonstrates a clear step
forward in functional design. The solution sets a new benchmark for durability, comfort, and
eco-conscious manufacturing, offering significant value to both the industry and the end
user."”

Performance Award: Toray - Article RN1625SLX3(7d)-NF
Composition: 100% rec. PA, Weight: 51 g

An ultra-light 3-layer fabric featuring 7d recycled yarn, PFAS-free DWR, and excellent
breathability - setting a new benchmark in sustainable high-performance technology.
Jury statement: For exceptional technical performance, sustainability, and durability.
Jury Statement: “Awarded for its remarkable balance of technical performance,
sustainability, and durability. This fabric stands out for its innovative use of recycled high-
tenacity yarns, ultra-thin lamination, and PFAS-free DWR, offering exceptional protection
with minimal weight. It represents a strong step forward in eco-conscious design without
compromising performance.”

Eco Award: Xefco - Ausora / Stretch Woven
Composition: 14% EA, 86% rec. PES

Xefco’s Ausora™ plasma technology revolutionizes dyeing and finishing by eliminating
wastewater, reducing CO2 emissions by 94%, and cutting chemical use by 97%.
Jury statement: A groundbreaking step in sustainable textile finishing.

Statement from Xefco: “We are proud and humbled for our plasma-based Ausora®
technology to be recognised at Performance Days amidst such strong innovation across the
industry. This acknowledgment reinforces our commitment to engineering the future of
textiles, where Ausora combines exceptional technical performance with meaningful
environmental benefits. At Xefco, we continue to push the boundaries of sustainable
innovation, proving that performance and responsibility can go hand in hand.”

Wool Award: Flytec Co. Ltd. - “FEEL” FY24437-1
Composition: 88% rec. WO, 12% SE

This FLYTEC wool fabric uses a special spinning process to give fibers strong crimp and fully
exploit their scale structure, forming an ultra-dense weave. The structure provides
permanent windproof, breathable, and water-repellent performance without chemical
additives. Free of fluorinated compounds, DMF, and other harmful chemicals. Made from
natural, biodegradable fibers, it poses no microplastic risk. Retains wool’s dry, quick-dry
properties while using ultrafine 16um fibers for a soft, non-itchy feel, ideal for outdoor
and performance apparel.

Bodywear Award: Fujian Unitex Technology Co., Ltd. / UPM Biochemicals GmbH - Article
DSN890897WN
Composition: 70% biob.PES, 30% EA, Weight: 360 g
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This knit fabric is made from UPM’s bio-based polyester, derived from renewable wood
biomass that does not compete with food production. Using advanced wood-to-biochemical
technology, it cuts CO, emissions and reduces reliance on fossil resources. Unlike first-
generation bio-based materials from food crops, this next-generation feedstock offers a truly
sustainable solution. Each filament is C'“-certified and fully traceable, ensuring full supply-
chain transparency and consistent quality. Hyosung’s premium high-stretch spandex adds
exceptional elasticity, shape retention, and recovery, keeping leggings smooth and
supportive without sagging. Advanced moisture management ensures lasting comfort from
studio to street.

Find more information about the current PERFORMANCE DAYS Awards here!

Save the Date:
PERFORMANCE DAYS // October 29-30, 2025 // Messe Munchen
www.performancedays.com

DAY 0 // October 30, 2025 // Messe Miinchen
www.performancedays.com/day-0-conference.html
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