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Increased Focus on Stable Supply Chains 

Functional Fabric Fair Spring 2025 in Portland sees increased 

attendance 

After the successful spring edition of PERFORMANCE DAYS in Munich in March, the 

Functional Fabric Fair Spring 2025, powered by PERFORMANCE DAYS, made a strong 

statement in a market still facing global supply chain turbulence: With a 9% increase in 

attendance and a 30% expansion of the exhibition space at the Oregon Convention Center 

in Portland, the event from April 14–16 brought together over 320 sustainably certified 

suppliers with decision-makers from leading performance and outdoor brands such as 

Adidas, Patagonia, REI, Nike, and Vuori.  

"In times of economic uncertainty and continued volatility in global supply chains, the 100% 

exhibitor participation underscores the relevance of our event," said Steve McCullough, 

Event Vice President. The focus was clearly on resilient partnerships and forward-looking 

sourcing for the 2026/2027 collections. 

Highlights and Innovation 

Parallel to PERFORMANCE DAYS in Munich, the Functional Fabric Fair in Portland featured 

carefully curated theme areas that promoted targeted exchanges between brands and 

suppliers, offering visitors valuable market insights and hands-on experience with innovative 

materials – a perfect complement to the event’s comprehensive educational program. 

The fair featured specialized areas such as:     

• AATCC Textile Test Zone (Live tests) 

• Innovation Zone (New technologies & materials) 

• Wool Forum (Performance & sustainability of wool) 

• Sustainability Lounge (Material innovations) 

• Trend Forum (Curated fabric categories) 

• Bodywear Collective (The latest developments in underwear, swimwear, shapewear, 

wellness, and seamless activewear) 

• Outdoor Recreation Archive (The history and evolution of functional outdoor apparel in 

collaboration with Utah State University) 

• Media Lounge (A space to connect with influential media) 

• Italian Bar (A space for personal conversations and Italian delights) 

Strong program & networking  

The sold-out “DAY 0” Sustainability Workshop (230+ attendees) set the tone with keynote 

speaker Jill Dumain, addressing material traceability. In the following days, practical 

Expert Talks were held on the show floor. Event highlights also included:  

 

• Design Lab Live with designer Kelley Dempsey 

• Guided tours & after-hour events for networking 

http://www.performancedays.com/
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A common takeaway from many exhibitors and visitors: The Functional Fabric Fair is an 

essential industry meeting point for forward-thinking sourcing and innovation in the textile 

sector. 

"This event has become a fixed point in my sourcing calendar," says Cassia Lewis Cameron 

from Patagonia. "With some of the most advanced and sustainable suppliers in the industry, 

the pre-vetted supplier list saves us a lot of time in the qualification process – and gives us 

direct access to innovation partners we can trust, even when global logistics systems are 

under pressure."   

Exhibitors also appreciate the fair as an efficient industry meeting point: 

"The Functional Fabric Fair allows us to have many relevant meetings in a short amount of 

time – with other suppliers we work with as well as with brands and designers," says John 

Holiday from YKK USA. "We were able to achieve a lot in just a few days." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

//SAVE THE DATE//  

• Functional Fabric Fair by PERFORMANCE DAYS New York Summer: July, 21-23,  

• Functional Textiles Shanghai by PERFORMANCE DAYS: August, 06-07  

• PERFORMANCE DAYS Munich Fall: October, 29-30  

• Functional Fabric Fair by PERFORMANCE DAYS Portland Fall: November, 11-13 

More information about the upcoming PERFORMANCE DAYS: www.performancedays.com 
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