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PERFORMANCE DAYS tackles the certification jungle with nhew Focus Topic
“Certifications: Which Ones Matter?”

The textile industry is awash with certifications aimed at identifying environmentally
conscious fabrics and accessories. These certifications are vital tools for ensuring the origin,
specifications, quality levels, and compliance of products with production, social, and
environmental standards. Yet, understanding what each certification represents and which
ones are relevant for a specific business can be daunting.

This is where the new Focus Topic, “Certifications: Which Ones Matter?”, comes in. It will
take center stage at the upcoming PERFORMANCE DAYS fair, held on March 5-6, 2025, at
Messe Munchen. As a leading trade fair for functional fabrics and accessories, PERFORMANCE
DAYS aims to shed light on this complex topic and provide clarity for manufacturers, brands,
and suppliers.

The Need for Guidance in a crowded certification landscape
Under the theme “Certifications: Which Ones Matter?”, the spring fair organizers emphasize
the importance of certifications in ensuring transparency and responsibility in sustainable
practices. A key question forms the crux of this initiative: Which certifications are necessary,
and which are recommended by PERFORMANCE DAYS to meet current industry sustainability
standards?

With the rapid proliferation of different standards, many manufacturers are left wondering
which certifications genuinely add value. PERFORMANCE DAYS aims to help manufacturers
navigate this maze by offering practical guidance and actionable insights.

New Focus Topic to address key industry challenges
The PERFORMANCE DAYS expert team, in collaboration with Anna Schuster, Head of
Sustainability at PERFORMANCE DAYS, has developed a comprehensive guide. This guide
addresses mandatory and optional sustainability standards for products and is based on
thorough research and analysis of practices among retailers, department stores, and
wholesalers. It provides clear information on requirements, submission processes, and the
presentation of qualified data for exhibitors and visitors alike.

Through close collaboration with exhibitors, PERFORMANCE DAYS seeks to:

e Support brands, suppliers, and material managers in making informed, future-focused
decisions.

e Anticipate and adapt to evolving EU regulations
e Present sustainability information in a clear, accessible format

e Strengthen industry relationships through meaningful collaboration and knowledge
sharing
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Beyond certifications: a holistic approach to transparency
While certifications play a vital role in promoting transparency in the textile industry, they
are not a complete solution. Certifications often focus on narrow criteria, such as material
safety, organic content, or labor practices, leaving out broader environmental and social
impacts like microplastic emissions, water efficiency, or transport-related emissions.
Additionally, fixed audits may overlook dynamic changes within supply chains, potentially
undermining transparency goals.

To bridge these gaps, brands must adopt a more holistic approach:

o Supplementing certifications: Tools like declarations of conformity can highlight
sustainable practices by suppliers, while technologies like blockchain and real-time
monitoring improve traceability and accountability.

e Addressing challenges for smaller suppliers: The costs of certifications often
exclude smaller suppliers, even those employing sustainable practices. Brands can
foster fairness and inclusion by offering financial support, partnerships, or alternative
validation methods.

o Evolving certification standards: Standards must expand to address emerging issues
like carbon emissions, circularity, and new technologies while becoming more cost-
efficient. By combining certifications with advanced tools and support measures,
brands can create a comprehensive and effective sustainability model that includes
the entire industry.

Enhancing the industry standard
Today’s manufacturers face increasing pressure to integrate sustainable practices into all
aspects of their operations. Achieving an optimized production process that results in an
environmentally and socially responsible product is a complex task—one that no single
certification fully addresses. Certifications and labels often emphasize different priorities,
such as humane working conditions or environmentally sound actions. Manufacturers must
make deliberate choices, as the financial and logistical costs of pursuing every certification
can be prohibitive. PERFORMANCE DAYS sets the standard: By addressing the nuances of
certifications, PERFORMANCE DAYS aims to empower participants to make better-informed
decisions and drive meaningful change within the industry. The “Certifications: Which Ones
Matter?” focus topic promises to deliver actionable insights, equipping brands and suppliers
with the tools they need to navigate the certification landscape effectively.

Here is the complete guide to this year's Focus Topic "Certifications - Which Ones Matter?"
available here: www.performancedays.com/loop/trends-forum/focus-topic/2025-03-
certifications-which-ones-matter.html

SAVE THE DATE:

Exhibition: March 5 & 6, 2025, in Halls C4 and C5, Messe Miinchen
Day 0 Conference: March 4, 2025

More information: www.performancedays.com
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