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PERFORMANCE DAYS Focus on Market Trends for Functional Fabrics 

Hybrids are the future of functional fabric technology

PERFORMANCE DAYS in Munich has long been recognized as THE event on the trend scout calendars. In keeping with its reputation as the first fair to identify the trends in functional fabrics, this November can be no difference. The focus of attention at the upcoming PERFORMANCE FORUM is on two hot topics: The athleisure fabrics table has now replaced the former causalwear table and, in the context of the focus topic, both the PERFORMANCE GATE and the Jury’s Pick Table are devoted to the newest topic "Hybrids - Engineered and composed through all layers!" 

Hybrids are the wave of the future. The combination of various materials or energy sources, whether in energy production, mobility, or other sectors like automobiles - holds the promise of many advantages. Hybrid autos, for example, are now regarded as state of the art in terms of energy use. In the world of functional clothing the concept of hybrid design is being applied more frequently and more extensively. The functional properties of the fabrics are adapted to the requirements of various zones of the body by means of ingenious cuts that connect the different materials that go into an article of clothing. The advantage: "Hybrid garments" can be created that warm certain points and ventilate others. The drawback: additional seams are required that could possibly limit comfort and function. 

PERFORMANCE DAYS shows brand new approaches to hybrid fabric designs
The FOCUS TOPIC at the next PERFORMANCE DAYS is "Hybrids - Engineered and composed through all layers!" At the PERFORMANCE GATE and at the PERFORMANCE FORUM tables, hybrid technologies are highlighted that are not merely used in clothing construction, but rather are already implemented in the fabric design. The advantage: fewer seams, new possibilities, and designs that benefit different zones while eliminating the potential problems of discomfort or impaired fit because of seams. The new "hybrid-fabrics" on display at PERFORMANCE DAYS for the first time are masterpieces of knit or woven jacquard fabrics. The weave or knitting technique alone can now provide the functional fabric with various zones and functions all in one continuous fabric length. For example, thermal retention zones can be combined with highly breathable zones, or abrasion resistant areas with lightweight stretch zones. This flexibility positions the fabric precisely in the zone that best supports the wearer and the physiology of the body when exercising. These brand new, innovative materials are on display at the JURY'S PICK Table, while valuable background information and images are provided at the PERFORMANCE GATE. 


Yet another important trend is added to the PERFORMANCE FORUM. The familiar casualwear table has been replaced by the "Athleisure" category. What was introduced as a FOCUS TOPIC at the PERFORMANCE GATE two seasons ago has since penetrated the market so much that PERFORMANCE DAYS is dedicating a permanent sourcing area to the subject of Athleisure. The special mix of function and fashion is at home in the fashion world as well as in the sports and exercise world. Customers are always looking for clothing that makes them look just as good in the office as in the fitness gym. Beyond appearance, PERFORMANCE DAYS places special importance on the fabric's performance. The fabrics exhibited on the Athleisure Table deliver important functional characteristics like good moisture and climate management, elasticity, and odor management - paired with a natural feel and fashionable look. Buyers will find a multitude of mixed fibers from natural and synthetic fibers like merino wool, tencel, kapok, and silk. "Function from Nature" is a good description of this innovative group of fabrics. With the natural functional attributes of these fibers and mixes, additional chemical treatments are not necessarily required. 

Senior project manager Stefanie Sacherow is excited about the new trends at the upcoming fair: "The PERFORMANCE DAYS team is quite proud of the growth and development of the trade fair and our nose for topics and trends. In November 2015, when we launched the topic of Athleisure, we researched and provided bundled information to the buyers, which effectively brought the fashion brands closer to the world of function. We could only imagine at that time that there would be such a strong market for Athleisure. It is quite possible that the November 2016 Focus Topic 'Hybrids - Engineered and composed through all layers' will also make its mark. Experience shows focus topics such as the current hybrid fabrics tend to pick up more traction with suppliers and buyers in their follow-up actions to the trade fair. We are very excited about the response and are looking forward to November 16-17th when we can develop the dialog with our visitors and exhibitors."

All the newest trends for Winter 2018/19 and the FOCUS TOPIC can be experienced first-hand on November 16-17th, 2016 at PERFORMANCE DAYS in the MTC in Munich. For all those who don't want to wait that long, much of the information is already provided online at https://www.performancedays.com 

About PERFORMANCE DAYS
PERFORMANCE DAYS — The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.com
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