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Many ideas and valuable industry information for PERFORMANCE DAYS visitors

Top-topics this winter: Fiber blends, reflection, and insulation 

The PERFORMANCE DAYS trade fair in Munich is scheduled twice a year to inform visitors from around the world about the latest trends in functional fabrics as well as accessories for active wear and occupational safety clothing. Plus, much more – through comprehensive preparation the trade fair highlights, season after season, the current focus topics like no other venue can. The top attractions in November 2015 included: Fiber blends for athleisure, reflection and insulation. You didn't make it to the fair this time? Let us provide this brief summary of the top topics:

The actual highlight at the last PERFORMANCE DAYS was the fashion and function trend "Athleisure." The new fabrics presented at the Jury‘s Pick Table in the PERFORMANCE FORUM enjoyed great popularity among the visitors. Why these fabrics are predestined to meet all the demands of athleisure was explained at the PERFORMANCE Gate. 

Major attraction: Athleisure fabrics and fibers
What is special about the new athleisure fabrics is their blend of natural and man-made fibers, creating the so called, best of both worlds - equally suited to meet the high standards of comfort, fashion, and function. A brief selection of the most popular blends (intimates or system blends) is provided below: 

In great demand: Merino blends
Merino is not only a trendy natural fiber, it offers a lot more - like a natural feel and wearing comfort. Merino blends support the functions of merino wool and are especially well-suited for the active wear segment as they increase durability. For example, merino with polyamide is more robust than pure merino products and is less subject to pilling. Merino with polyester transports moisture away, merino with polypropylene insures quick drying, and merino with Tencel gives the garment a very soft, silky feel together with the best climate management. 

For top performance: Man-made fiber blends
The advantages of synthetic fibers in active wear are well known. Now, wearing comfort and performance can be improved even more with blends. Polyamide with elastane, for example, is a highly elastic combination that is ideal for tight fitting bodywear or leggings. In addition, this blend absorbs less moisture, making it interesting in terms of its good moisture management properties. If quick drying is important, then polyester with elastane is often the right choice. As a double-face product, polyamide with polyester offers a combined advantage: the polyester side on the skin ensures a rapid transport of perspiration to the surface, which means that when facing a cold wind at the ski lift, your sweaty body won't catch a chill.  The polyamide caters to durability and long life. When elastane is added to this combination, the result is a perfect combination for sweaty type sports that call for much freedom of movement. Polyester with Tencel blends create a soft silky fabric with natural haptics and a very nice sensation on the skin with intelligent moisture management provided by the polyester. Another durable and fast drying variant is polypropylene with polyamide: Very good moisture transport off the skin and to the surface is provided by the polypropylene. The polyamide distributes the sweat across the surface so that it can quickly evaporate so the surface remains clean and rugged.

New highlights in insulation
Another highlight at the PERFORMANCE FORUM was the comprehensive range of insulation for use in padded or quilted models that the exhibitors provided. These included several innovations, for example, the PrimaLoft Gold Insulation FR, treated with a flame retardant in the interests of occupational safety and this variant of the gold standard retains the usual comfort features of PrimaLoft materials such as good thermal performance and climate management. The Härdi Company presented a new padding that is washable on an industrial scale. Thermore introduced its new intelligent padding, Thermal Booster, which adapts to body temperature and the needs of the wearer thanks to a revolutionary thermoplastic film on the finish that helps to actively regulate body temperature. Exhibition’s newcomer G-LOFT impressed the visitors with a “touch” concept to experience the various qualities. Visitors also showed great interest in Lavalan a washable, woolen insulation from Baur Vliesstoffe (non-wovens), which can be effortlessly incorporated when specially preformed, even into chamber designs. 

Variety of podium presentations
The industry talks were very well attended on both days of the trade fair. The discussion panel with journalist Sophie Bramel addressed another of the PERFORMANCE FORUM highlights - the novelties in the field of reflective materials and fabrics. Interesting insights were provided by Bernard Cugerone from JRC, Mike Parsons from Safe Reflections, Ralf Dekkert from 3M and Uli Jenter from Regine. The audience learned that there are four levels of reflective safety materials rated according to light intensity. The minimum level of protection for athletes is "medium." Also, the placement of the reflective material is critical. It should not be located on the clothing at the center of the body, but rather trace the silhouette of the wearer. In addition, some real novelties were introduced - Regine makes reflective transfer prints that can also be applied to highly elastic materials, 3M teamed up with Safe Reflections to offer individually colored reflective materials, and JRC has just introduced a new reflective fiber that can also be processed as a circular knit. Even stretch clothing can be produced in the future that offers additional benefits and the safety aspects of reflection. 

Fortunately, if you were not able to attend the last PERFORMANCE DAYS, you can now use the web to stay informed! An overview of all fabrics presented at the PERFORMANCE FORUM as well as copies of the texts and images of the lectures are available online at: www.performancedays.eu. 
The next PERFORMANCE DAYS is scheduled for April 20-21st, 2016 in Munich. As usual, free entrance is granted. Don't miss your chance to pre-register as our guest. The PERFORMANCE DAYS team is looking forward to your visit! 

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.eu
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