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New visitor and exhibitor records at PERFORMANCE DAYS November 2015

PERFORMANCE DAYS pioneers innovative special themes for the sports sector 

PERFORMANCE DAYS scores another one for the record books! Even more exhibitors, more visitors, and more international flair - that quickly sums up the trade fair for functional fabrics and accessories that just recently concluded in Munich, Germany. The key visitor attractions and special highlights were the innovative, professionally prepared, top quality special topics that add a totally unique value to the fair. 

More exhibitors than ever - 136 companies from 22 countries and five completely sold out halls clearly characterize PERFORMANCE DAYS as an international event of the superlative class. Equally international is the visitor profile - 1270 visitors from a total of 31 countries, with 53% from Europe, USA, Asia, and the rest of the world, and 47% from Germany. 

Besides the good working climate and a first class field of exhibitors, which includes nearly every major name in the sports sector, visitors return each season to appreciate the valuable industry information provided at the trade fair that is not available anywhere else as early as at the PERFORMANCE FORUM. Recently established and varying from season to season is the actual "Focus Topic," designed to feature an important trend in the world of functional fabrics and provide detailed and in-depth information about it. 

Focus Topic Athleisure - a real visitor magnet
In November 2015, everything revolved around the functional reinterpretation of the "Athleisure" trend, which captivated visitors with extensive and detailed technical information. The functional Athleisure fabrics were displayed on a separate Forum table, but not only there - the related background info about the fibers and blends for Athleisure was also exhibited at the PERFORMANCE GATE. Additionally, the lectures and panel discussions presented the big picture - from styling to processing to added value in the fibers and fabrics and even the functional range of the Athleisure materials and collections. One thing is clear - Athleisure is the new mega-trend in the functional textile sector.

The unique fabrics from the winner of the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD provided a very good match for this trend. The China-based company Flocus has managed to produce fabric from the natural functional fiber Kapok for the first time ever. Fabrics made from natural Kapok fibers exhibit very good characteristics relative to moisture management, climate control, odor management and thermal retention. The plant is a renewable resource that does not compete with food production in its cultivation. Kapok can even be grown on a barren wasteland, unfit for agricultural use. 

Other priority themes: Insulation and Reflection
In addition to the Focus Topic "Athleisure," the last trade fair presented two other focus subjects: insulation and reflective materials - both particularly important subjects, especially for the winter collections. PrimaLoft, Thermore, and Lavalan (Baur Vliesstoffe) were among the manufacturers of insulation that explained the interesting new developments for added value that were presented at the PERFORMANCE WALL. This is also where the latest developments in the field of reflective materials were on display - new reflective fibers, new kinds of reflective prints, and new, stylish and comfortable fabrics with value adding reflective accents. In-depth information on the functioning of reflective fabrics was provided by industry journalist Sophie Bramel during the panel discussion on this subject. This, along with all other presentations, will shortly be available online as audio podcasts on our website.

The trade fair team is thrilled about the multiple records set at this fair: "The atmosphere at the events was incredible! The international visitors praised the informative presentation program, the quality-focused selection of the fabrics and accessories at the PERFORMANCE FORUM and the choice of the Focus Topic "Athleisure" that truly captures the pulse of the times. The number and quality of the visitors ensured that "A" list exhibitors have already confirmed - even earlier than usual - their participation at the next PERFORMANCE DAYS on April 20-21, 2016.  "We are very proud of the success and the development of the trade fair! But most of all, we really enjoy working closely with the exhibitors and visitors too! Each season, we search for the new trends that are moving the sports sector into the future and when we find them, we work together to prepare them for presentation to the public!" 

To give the visitors who could not attend this fair a brief review of all the special topics, we will soon make all presentations available as audio-video files at: www.performancedays.eu. All fabrics at the PERFORMANCE FORUM are also provided online in the Product Library. 

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. Thanks to the expertise in functional fabrics, the dates are intentionally scheduled early and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-founded overview of the new materials, trends and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.eu
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