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Who We Are 

 
 

Synthetic Yarn Producer 

Processor of POLYESTER and NYLON yarns 

 Founded 1971 

 World’s Largest producer of 1st quality recycled 

polyester yarns and fibres 

 rPET yarn producer since 2006 
 

• Sales Revenue: $700 million* 

• Number of Employees: 2500* 

Unifi is well known around the world for its expertise in 

 



What is Sustainability 

Lowell Center for Sustainable Production 

 

"Sustainable Production is the creation of goods and 
services using processes and systems that are:  

 

• non-polluting 

• conserving of energy and natural resources 
• economically efficient 

• safe and healthful for workers, communities, and 

consumers 

• socially and creatively rewarding for all working 
people." 

 

http://www.uml.edu/centers/LCSP/ 

 
 Meets These criteria 

http://www.uml.edu/centers/LCSP/


Paris Climate Conference 
COP 21 – 12/2015 

 

“First generation to really become aware of the problem, yet the last 

generation that can deal with it!” 
 

“There is no Plan B, no Planet B!” 

 
Laurent Fabius, France Foreign Secretary 
 

www.cop21paris.org 
www.cop21.gouv.fr 

Delivering a universal climate change agreement: 

A pledge by 195 countries to reduce Green House 

Gas (GHG) emissions that keeps a global 

Temperature rise under 2° C by the end of the 

century 



Top 3 of 10 actions we can 
do every day 



Global Population 

• Between now and the 21st century, 

Global population is 
expected to increase 
from 6.9 billion to 
more than 9 billion. 



Old vs. New Consumer 



Green is Now Mainstream 

Source: Automotive Interiors Omnibus  Research, March 2014, Ogilvy Public Relations 

Perception Reality 

70% of consumers are “green consumers” – they think it is 

important to purchase products made out of recycled materials. 



Brand Partnerships with 
Sustainable Causes 

Objective: Adidas to replace virgin polyester with rPET by 2020 



Brand Partnerships with 
Sustainable Causes 



Brand Commitments 



Global Textiles Fiber Market 
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Global rPET End Use 
Application Trends 
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Capacity Growth in 
Polyester Staple Fibers 

China 
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We Can Make A Difference 

 

 
 

 

52% = EU recycling rate for plastic bottles1 

BUT… 

67% = consumers would recycle more 

plastic bottles if they knew they could be 
used to make cool, quality products2 

 

 

1 Petcor. 2014 Report on Postconsumer PET Container Recycling Activity (released October 19, 

2014) From http://www.petcor.org 

2Automotive Interiors Omnibus  Research, March 2014, Ogilvy Public Relations 

Message to Brands and Retailers: 

By Using & Branding REPREVE polyester fabric, 

together, We Can Make a Difference 

http://www.napcor.com2/
http://www.napcor.com2/
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Bottles & Fiber Waste Bottle Flakes PCR Chips Repreve Fiber 

The Transformation 
“Made Because We Recycle” 



Repreve Recycling Center 



What is REPREVE 

18 

Video on Repreve You Tube channel - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqzL6ttn988 
Video available on Repreve You Tube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqzL6ttn988 
Or www.youtube.com/repreverecycled 



Quality Fiber 

19 

• Consistent 1st Grade Quality, engineered to meet to 

virgin standards 

• Drop-in replacement 

• Fiberprint™ Traceable 

 Proprietary traceability system 

 Carrying through from chip to fibre to fabric to garment 

• Certified for 100% recycled content 

• OekoTex 100 certified 

• Available Globally  

Made 100% from recycled materials, including 

post-consumer PET bottles & post-industrial fiber waste 



Eco Assessment 

Source: 

www.earthshift.com 



One Brand Many Options 

Staple 
Polyester 

Fiber 

Nylon 
Filament 

Yarn 

PC 
Polyester 

Chip 

Polyester 
Filament 

Yarn 



Continued Growth 

Repreve Recycling Center Expansion 

42 MILLION 
POUNDS/YEAR 

72 MILLION 
POUNDS/YEAR 

100 MILLION 
POUNDS/YEAR 

Investment 
OCT 2016 



Our Innovations 
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Innovations Description 

Repreve® is Unifi’s family of sustainable fibers containing 100% recycled materials—
including post-industrial waste and/or post-consumer plastic bottles. The use of 
Repreve helps conserve precious natural resources and provides our partners with 
certified, recycled fabrics through our proprietary U-Trust Verification. 
• Repreve® fibers are used by leading Brands to produce sustainable products in 

many categories including apparel, footwear, hosiery, home and contract 
furnishings, napery and other end-use markets.  

• Extensive recycled product line available, including filament polyester and nylon, 
and staple polyester fiber. 

Sorbtek® moisture management is a highly efficient “catch, move and release” 
technology that catches moisture, moves it away & releases it for quick evaporation.  
• The Inherent soil release properties add protection against every day soils such as 

grass & sweat. 
• Sorbtek® moisture management can be combined with other performance yarns 

such as Repreve®. 

Innovations Description 

 
 

RECYCLED POLYESTER AND 

NYLON 

 

MOISTURE MANAGEMENT 



Our Innovations 
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Innovations Description 

 
 

FLAME RETARDANT 

 
 

NATURAL FIBRE TOUCH AND 

FEEL 



Our Innovations 
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Innovations Description 

 
 

S T R E T C H 

 
 
 

WATERLESS DYEING 



REPREVE is Versatile 

REPREVE can be readily found in a variety of end uses, including: 
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• Apparel/Uniforms 

• Intimate Apparel 

• Hosiery/Socks 

• Napery 

• Swimwear 

• Sewing Thread 

 

• Automotive 

• Bedding 

• Furnishing 

• Industrial 

• Medical 

• Military 



Partnering with Major Brands 

27 





Transformation 
Story 
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Conclusions 

• Sustainability is not a fad 

• Anything you do in virgin today, can 

be made using recycled Repreve® 

fibers tomorrow 

• Using recycled products is an 

invaluable asset for any mill, brand or 

retailer 

• Integrating the philosophy into the 

company is a must 



Thank You 
 

www.repreve.com 


