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Researching and promoting
the re-use of outdoor products
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EXPLORE
(RED
‘Reuse’Is as critical as recycle

*Re-using our outdoor gear is VERY cost effective

*Purely from an environmental stand point Re-use is very
easy In its application

*The social benefits of Re-use are enormous

All individuals in the outdoor community can effectively
take p@ggg ‘Re-using’
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[RED
The Explore Red Journey

‘Old’ is far from redundant ............




[RED
The Explore Red Journey

Dirty gear is not trashed gear .....
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A partnership with Leeds University

* Recognised in the UK as one of the leading fabric test centres

* Previous experience in working with Dr Mark Taylor

* The Universities School of Design had a genuine understanding
of the consumer’s demands

» Dr Mark Taylor and his team are end users




(RED
The Explore Red Journey

1. To demonstrate the durability and sustainability of performance
fabrics through tried and tested assessment methods

2. To research and promote the practical benefits of
redundant but functional outdoor gear for social
and environmental uses ....

3. To work with pro -active stakeholders in promoting re-use initiatives
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(RED
The Explore Red Journey

Establishing the RED test programme

1. Approach key leading brands that had established quality gear
2. Photograph and assess test product
2. Bring together a wide range of (test) outdoor users

2. Send them on a journey and re-test 8 to 9 years later ....
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Our partners
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PAR Au‘g SCARPA best socks - the planet.

DIRECTIONAL
CLOTHING SYSTEMS

T,
Mountains surrounding (;)M Lake, California. Image © Bert Deapisén
kS >


http://www.scarpa.co.uk/
http://www.scarpa.co.uk/
http://www.scarpa.co.uk/
http://www.scarpa.co.uk/
http://www.konaworld.uk.com/
http://www.konaworld.uk.com/
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The Explore Red Journey
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Ten testers Six continents ...

Australia Mongolia
Algeria Singapore
China Thailand
Jordan Canada
Lebanon USA
Syria Chile
Eygypt Norway
Morroco Lybia
Bulgaria Turkey
Rumania Namibia
Germany South Africa
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A RED testers journey ...

ATLANTIC

OCEAN
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Explore RED in 2015-2016
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What have we learnt to date?

« Fabric will break down faster when continual impact is

experienced
« Despite repeated use in testing, harsh conditions fabric,
including lightweight material, can last way in excess of

ten years
« Light dirt and mild pollutants can make a significant difference

to a fabrics life
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Explore RED time line ...

2008 — The initiative is created

2009 — The test programme commences

2010 — Lancaster University carries out consumer research

2012 — Cotswold Outdoor and the British Heart Foundation
partner in a UK wide gear amnesty programme

2015 — Explore RED product begins to be retested at
Leeds University

2016 The first stage of the initiative will be complete
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And, ..... what's your next adventure?
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Researching and promoting
the re-use of outdoor products

The Matterhorn. Image © Chris Fore
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With great assistance from ...

Lancaster University

In conjunction with Charles Ross

* 77% Would buy refurbished clothing
* 79% Had redundent but functional gear to pass on

« Very positive about giving as part of a charitable initative

~ .-4."-:; - ‘—.- ;.x.
RSN~ =
b 3 —

i -
o T R
‘G'&'._\p_ S

Perito Moreno Glacier, Arge}n‘ a. In



