
CERTIFICATION: WHICH ONES MATTER? 
Which one are most common ones in the sportwear & outdoor industry? 

BLUE SIGN®️

PURPOSE: 

The Bluesign®️ SYSTEM is a service solution for 
chemical suppliers, textile manufacturers, and brands, 
promoting safe chemical use and responsible 
practices across the supply chain. It improves 
occupational safety, reduces environmental impact, 
and supports continuous environmental performance 
improvements. Bluesign®️ partners focus on high 
safety standards and responsible resource 
management.

REQUIRED CERTIFICATION LEVEL: 
The Bluesign® SYSTEM encompasses the entire textile 
and leather supply chain, spanning from raw chemical 
inputs to finished consumer products. Its reach 
includes chemical suppliers, manufacturers, and 
brands, ensuring sustainability at every stage.

 
LEARN MORE

As PERFORMANCE DAYS, we would like to recommend a range of certifications and standards that are the most frequently requested and commonly used by brands and suppliers across the 
value chain in the sportswear and outdoor industry. While we acknowledge that these certifications and standards do not cover all raw materials and feedstock, they provide a solid 
foundation for the most widely requested sustainability practices.

As regulatory developments and industry standards continue to evolve, additional updates and adjustments are anticipated. The Materials Matter standard is gaining momentum, with its pilot 
phase launching in mid-2024, the final version expected by mid-2025, and mandatory implementation slated for mid-2026. Similarly, the PEF (Product Environmental Footprint) framework, a 
key component of the ESPR (Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation) in Europe, is currently transitioning and is expected to play a crucial role in shaping sustainability benchmarks for 
the fashion industry as it matures.

TEXTILE EXCHANGE & MATERIAL MATTERS OEKO TEX®️

OEKO-​TEX® is a leading global certification system for textiles and leather, designed to 
ensure products meet high standards of safety, sustainability, and environmental 
responsibility. The certification system encompasses various standards, each targeting 
specific aspects of textile and leather production, processing, and supply chain 
transparency. 

STANDARD 100: Ensures textiles and leather are free from harmful chemicals, including all 
components like zippers and coatings.

STeP: Certifies facilities for sustainable production practices, addressing environmental 
impact, health, safety, and social responsibility.

DETOX TO ZERO: Focuses on reducing harmful substances and aligning with Greenpeace’s 
Detox campaign for more eco-​friendly production.

ECO PASSPORT: Certifies chemicals, dyes, and auxiliaries for safety and sustainability, 
promoting transparency in the supply chain.

Organic Content Standard: Ensures traceability of organic materials from certified farms, 
supporting organic agriculture.
 
LEARN MORE

WORDLY  - HIGG INDEX

PURPOSE: 

The Higg Index, developed by Cascale, is a set of tools to help companies assess 
and improve sustainability performance across the apparel and textile supply 
chain. It aims to promote transparency, drive sustainability, and allow brands to 
evaluate their environmental, social, and labor impacts in a standardized way.

REQUIRED CERTIFICATION LEVEL: 

The Higg Materials Sustainability Index (MSI) evaluates the environmental impact 
of raw materials and processing during yarn and fabric production, focusing on 
water use, energy, and emissions to support sustainable choices.

The Higg Facility Environmental Module (FEM) monitors manufacturing facilities' 
environmental performance, emphasizing waste management, chemical use, and 
energy efficiency. Its Verified version (VFEM) includes third-​party verification for 
greater data reliability.

The Higg Facility Social & Labor Module (FSLM) examines social and labor 
conditions in manufacturing, addressing fair wages, worker safety, and health 
standards.

The Higg Product Module (PM) assesses product lifecycle impacts, including 
carbon footprint, water use, and chemicals, helping brands reduce their footprint 
and improve consumer transparency.

LEARN MORE

FAIR WEAR FOUNDATION

PURPOSE: 

The Fair Wear Foundation is a non-​profit organization 
focused on fostering an apparel industry where 
workers' rights to safe, dignified, and fairly 
compensated employment are upheld. Fair Wear 
advocates for a model of *shared responsibility* within 
the global garment supply chain, encouraging brands, 
factories, and other stakeholders to collectively 
commit to social compliance and improved working 
conditions.

REQUIRED CERTIFICATION LEVEL: 
The Fair Wear Foundation does not issue a traditional 
certification like a label on products. Instead, it works 
with member brands to improve labor conditions 
throughout their supply chains in the garment industry. 
Fair Wear focuses on ensuring that brands meet 
specific standards related to safe working conditions, 
fair wages, reasonable working hours, and freedom of 
association for workers in garment factories.

LEARN MORE

PRODUCT ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT

The Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) for the textile industry focuses on several 
key parameters aimed at assessing and minimizing the environmental impact of textile 
products. These parameters, as outlined in the PEF Category Rules (PEFCR) for apparel 
and footwear, include:

Carbon Emissions: 
Tracking greenhouse gas emissions throughout the product’s lifecycle.

Water Usage: 
The amount of water used in production and disposal.

Energy Consumption: 
Energy required in manufacturing, including electricity and heat.

Material Use:
Sustainability and recyclability of materials, with an emphasis on recycled content.

Circularity:
The potential for reuse and recycling, including product design for disassembly.

Durability: 
Longevity of products to reduce premature disposal.

Microplastic Release:
Minimizing microplastic shedding from synthetic fabrics.

Additionally, the implementation of PEF is linked to a broader regulatory framework, 
including the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR), which is 
encouraging greater transparency, such as through Digital Product Passports (DPP) 
that provide key sustainability information.

In the coming years, these criteria will be essential for textile companies to meet 
sustainability benchmarks and improve their environmental impact as regulations such 
as the ESPR and Green Claims Directive become mandatory.

B CORPORATION®

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of B Corp certification is to recognize 
companies that prioritize social and environmental 
responsibility, going beyond profit to benefit workers, 
communities, customers, and the planet. B Corps aim 
to balance purpose with profit, meeting rigorous 
standards that assess the impact of their operations 
and products across areas like governance, employee 
treatment, community support, and environmental 
stewardship.

REQUIRED CERTIFICATION LEVEL: 
To achieve certification, a company must earn a 
minimum score of 80 out of 200 on the B Impact 
Assessment, which covers governance, workers, 
community, environment, and customers. The 
certification process also includes legal accountability 
requirements, where companies must amend their 
governing documents to be accountable to all 
stakeholders, not just shareholders. Chain of custody 
requirements come into play for companies whose 
products rely on traceable and ethically sourced 
materials. 

LEARN MORE

Textile Exchange is a global non-​profit advancing sustainability in the textile industry by 
promoting the adoption of sustainable materials and practices. It develops and 
manages standards to ensure responsible sourcing, use of recycled materials, and 
adherence to animal welfare principles. Collaborating with brands, manufacturers, and 
farms, it fosters transparency and accountability across global supply chains.

Certifications: Known for the Global Recycled Standard, Recycled Claim Standard, 
Responsible Wool Standard, Responsible Down Standard, Responsible Mohair 
Standard, and Organic Content Standard, covering organic, recycled, and ethically 
sourced materials. The Materials Matter Standard aligns with several existing 
certifications to create a unified and cohesive framework, adding sustainable practices 
of MMCF production.

Services: Offers support for implementing standards, training, and industry data 
through tools. Textile Exchange also hosts the Textile Sustainability Conference, 
connecting industry leaders on sustainability across global supply chains.

LEARN MORE

https://www.bluesign.com/
https://www.oeko-tex.com/de/
https://worldly.io/de/werkzeuge/higg-index/
https://www.fairwear.org/
https://www.bcorporation.net/
https://textileexchange.org/

