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Interview with Ian Rosenberger, CEO of Thread for his PERFORMANCE DAYS presentation:

Recycling 2.0: Thread combines sustainability 
with environmental protection and social awareness

At the next PERFORMANCE DAYS, the focus is on recycling, sustainability, and environmental protection. However, some of the recycling schemes, in particular, PET bottles, have been met with skepticism. But fiber and fabric producer Thread employs a type of PET recycling that is absolutely good for the environment and delivers an excellent ecological footptrint, while also helping people to escape from poverty. CEO Ian Rosenberger explains what it is that makes the system so special in an exclusive interview with PERFORMANCE DAYS. 

? PERFORMANCE DAYS: Herr Rosenberger, what makes the company Thread so special?

! Ian Rosenberger: Thread makes polyester fibers and fabrics out of plastic bottles, collected by people in Haiti and Honduras. We are simply trying to make the world a better place and found a way to combine two major aspects. When I went to Haiti after the earthquake of 2010, I first saw the misery and poverty of the people and then I saw all the trash that had been washed up there. I thought to myself: Why isn't it possible to use all this trash to make money to help these people and, in the process, do something positive for the environment? Surely, it was a rather naive thought, but I started to research it and in the end, I came up with a sustainable and socially responsible answer and I am very proud of that!

? : What exactly is the “Thread” system?

! : Meanwhile, more than 3,500 people in Haiti and Honduras collect plastic garbage from the canals and along the coasts; it is then washed and shredded in local factories. The resulting chips are brought to North America for further processing into fabrics. The effects are very positive, starting with the poor in the developing regions who earn money by collecting the bottles to the clothing manufacturers who process the fabrics using our fibers. This method allows us to fight poverty, giving people their dignity back while at the same time reducing the waste pollution – hence, the name "Ground to Good" program.

? : How do clothing manufacturers profit from Thread?

! : They can tell a story that significantly increases the value of their brand, because it portrays them as a socially and environmentally responsible company. We provide marketing a super added value, because we introduce the people that work for us. We collect all the information. This means we can talk about where the material comes from and who has been involved in its production. The products, specifically our fibers and fabrics gain an emotional tie while helping the clothing manufacturers and distributors earn more money at the same time.

? : How does that help to make money? 

! : First, the clothing manufacturer can sell more products with our story, since the customers are aware that by buying them, they are also doing something good. Second, the products made with Thread materials hold their value longer, which means that distributors can continue to sell them at the normal price and have no need to put them on sale. 

? : That sounds fantastic! Where can the clothing manufacturers acquire the Thread fabrics?

! : We are proud of our partnership with Burlington. Burlington as part of the International Textile Group Inc. ITG mainly produces fabrics in America, but also in Mexico, China, and Hong Kong and has secured the license to manufacture wovens from Thread fibers. Knitwear is offered directly through us. One of our largest customers is Timberland, with a Summer 2017 Collection that features several models designed with Thread fabrics. 

? : Waste reduction and social engagement – what a great thing! Tell us more about your ecological footprint. 

! : That is also an area where we do very well. The PET bottles we use come from Central America and the fabrics are produced in North America, which means our transport routes are relatively short and thus serve to protect the balance of nature. Furthermore, our Impact Report shows that producing our fabrics requires less energy and causes lower CO² emissions than is the case when using raw materials in the manufacturing process. Your listeners can learn more about this by visiting my talk at PERFORMANCE DAYS! 

? : Thank you, Herr Rosenberger, for this interesting view. We look forward to the discussion in the context of your PERFORMANCE DAYS presentation on the afternoon of 04/21/2016 at 14:45. 

As usual, entrance is free to the trade fair on April 20-21, 2016 in the Munich M.T.C. Advance registration for the entry tickets is possible at: www.performancedays.com. The website also provides a summary of the other free lecture presentations and workshops.
About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers. 

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 

No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.
Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.com
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