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FUNCTIONAL FABRIC FAIR





Exclusive design project with the Munich Master School of Fashion at PERFORMANCE DAYS

Design students and exhibitors at PERFORMANCE DAYS prove it: Fashion and function do fit perfectly together!

Top brands from the world of fashion are flirting with the functional fabrics, while sportswear designers are coming up with ever more stylish collections. The boundaries are blurring between fashion and function, and the synergies are increasing. A new design project by the Master School of Fashion in Munich, sponsored by the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors, illustrates that functional fabrics are genuine all-rounders for sportswear and fashion alike. 

What sort of sportswear and couture creations result when the students of Munich's Master School of Fashion (Meisterschule für Mode) use the functional fabrics from the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors to develop their styles? This extraordinary symbiosis of fashion and function shows just how much stylish fashion potential can be found in the functional fabrics for sportswear and workwear on exhibit each season at PERFORMANCE DAYS in Munich!

Olympia 2016 - Inspiration for Fashion and Function
Under the heading "a fior da pele" (Brazilian for "butterflies in the tummy"), students at one of Munich’s top fashion design schools were given the task of designing outfits with a view to the coming Olympic Games in Rio for the themes dancing, sailing, and riding. The design class and the cutting class worked on this task together under the supervision of designer and PERFORMANCE DAYS jury member Alexa Dehmel for the first time. A total of 30 teams of 2-3 students were asked to create a couture fashion and a matching sporty outfit from the functional fabrics provided by the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors. The special challenge: Each team was told they had to use the same fabric for the stylish as well as for the sporty interpretation of the theme! A marvelous experiment with breathtaking results - it proves how exceptional functional fabrics can be and how much variety they can have when processed by designers who are free to let their imaginations run wild. 
The Huge Potential of Functional Fabrics
All outfits were presented to a jury assembled from industry, the trade fair, and the school, which was tasked to select the four best combinations. The clothing demonstrates a completely new and unusual approach to processing functional fabrics and reveals the huge potential of such materials – not only for sportswear, but also for fashion. For example, some used reflective, large surface transfer prints as a design element, or reflecting materials as inlays placed behind the functional upper layers. Technical textiles from every imaginable category were used, from waterproof laminates and softshells to lightweight baselayers and compression fabrics. These creations were made possible through the great willingness of the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors to contribute countless fabrics, sometimes even providing them in the specified lengths and colors - all for free. 

The results thrilled not only the fashion school and the PERFORMANCE DAYS exhibitors, but, in particular, also the people in charge of the trade fair. Senior Manager Stefanie Sacherow explains: "At PERFORMANCE DAYS, we are always pleased when we can bring young talent to the industry. These students have revealed the wide range of possibilities of the functional fabrics manufactured by our exhibitors. We are excited about the reactions of the trade fair visitors and hope the students, besides a valuable experience, can also take home with them one or more contacts to potential future employers. PERFORMANCE DAYS, Alexa Dehmel, and the School of Fashion especially want to thank all sponsors for the donated fabrics and materials. Special appreciation goes out to the company ‘JRC’ for the many meters of reflective fabric and to ‘Regine’ for assigning a technician to work with students to implement the large area transfer prints by individual specification, and to ‘Carvico’ for resupplying plenty of jerseys in all colors and lengths at any time."

As usual, entrance to the trade fair is free on April 20-21, 2016 in the Munich M.T.C. Advance registration for an entry ticket is possible at: www.performancedays.com. The website also provides a summary of the free lecture presentations and workshops.
The design project received support from the exhibitors listed below:
A. Sampaio, Brugnoli, Carvico, Coats/Opti, Eclat, Evertex, Flocus, Flying Tex, Grandtek, H-One, Hugin, Hung's Fortune, IBQ, JRC, Labtex, Long Advance, Malificio Ripa, Maxland, Morito, Nan Ya Plastics, New Wide, Pontetorto, Premiere Fashion, PrimaLoft, Regine IQTrim, Schoeller, Siantex, Singtex, Sunshine Knitting, Sympatex, Tai Erh, Tamurakoma, Thermore, Trueway, WidePlus.

About Performance Days
PERFORMANCE DAYS – The “functional fabric fair” launched in 2008, is the first and only event created especially for functional fabrics for sports and work clothing. The aim of the semi-annual trade fair is to give leading and innovative textile manufacturers, suppliers and service providers the opportunity to present their functional fabrics, membranes plus treatments, laminates, paddings, finishes, and accessories such as yarns, tapes, prints, buttons and zippers.

The industry experts who come to this fair – the sports fashion designers, product managers, and decision-makers (see online: Visitor List) represent almost every European active clothing and functional wear manufacturer – can find a complete selection of high quality materials available at just the right time in April/May and November. The dates are intentionally scheduled early thanks to our expertise in functional fabrics and are optimal for summer and winter sport collections. (All trade fair catalogs from past events are available online at Catalogs as well as a listing of current exhibitors at Exhibitor List). 

The relaxed and focused workshop-like atmosphere at PERFORMANCE DAYS differentiates it from the other fairs which are often unmanageable and more stressful. That is one of the reasons why the Munich trade fair at the heart of the European sportswear industry has become one of the top addresses for new fabrics, innovations, and is the preferred meeting place to conduct business. 

In the unique PERFORMANCE FORUM of PERFORMANCE DAYS, the visitor receives an inspiring and well-grounded overview of the new materials, trends, and innovations of the exhibitors. The PERFORMANCE AWARD and the ECO PERFORMANCE AWARD are also presented here.

Qualified guest speakers present special topics and their collaborative ventures to complete the range of information provided at PERFORMANCE DAYS (see online Presentations). 


No entry fee and free admission to all events for industry visitors.

Detailed information and advanced registration online at: www.performancedays.com
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